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1732 


First Named Inventor 


R.V. Farese, Jr. 


Application Number 


10/040,315 


Filing Date 


October 29, 2001 


Group Art Unit 


1632 


Examiner Name 


V.E. Bertoglio 


Title: Diacylglycerol O-acyltransferase 



Sir: 



This is in response to the Restriction Requirement dated December 17, 2003. The Restriction 
Requirement set forth a one-month time period for response, making a response due on or before 
January 17, 2004. January 17, 2004 fell on a Saturday; and January 19, 2004 was a U.S. federal 
holiday. This response is being filed on January 20, 2004, the next business day. Accordingly, this 
response is timely filed. 

L Remarks 

In the Restriction Requirement, the Examiner required election of one of the following 
groups of claims: 

Group I: Claims 1-9 and 20-23, drawn to a non-human animal characterized by having a 

knockout allele of the naturally occurring, endogenous DGAT gene and a method 
of using an animal to test a candidate agent for DGAT function modulatory 
activity; 

Group II: Claims 10-14 and 19, drawn to cells in vitro and an in vitro cellular assay for 
screening candidate agents for modulatory activity of DGAT function using said 
cells; 

Group III: Claim 19 drawn to a cell free assay for screening candidate agents for 

modulatory activity of DGAT function; 
Group IV: Claim 26, drawn to an in vitro, cellular assay for screening candidate agents for 

modulatory activity of DGAT expression; 
Group V: Claim 26, drawn to an in vitro, cellular assay for screening candidate agents for 

modulatory activity of DGAT expression; and 
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roup VI: 



Atty Dkt. No.: UCAL105CIP2 
USSN: 10/040,315 

Claim 27, drawn to an in vivo assay for screening candidate agents for 
modulatory activity of DGAT expression. 



Applicants hereby elect to prosecute the claims of Group II (claims 10-14 and 19), with 
traverse. Applicants expressly reserve the right under 35 USC §121 to file one or more divisional 
applications directed to the non-elected subject matter during the pendency of this application. 

This election is made with traverse. As stated in the MPEP §803, if search and examination 
of an entire application can be made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the 
merits, even though it includes claims to independent or distinct inventions. It is Applicants' position 
that it would not be imduly burdensome to perform a search on claims 1-29 together. Accordingly, 
Applicants traverse the restriction requirement. 

II. Conclusion 

The Conmiissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1,16 and 1.17 
which may be required by this paper, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-0815, 
order number UCAL105CIP2. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 



Jan. 3.0^ SI 00^ 




Paula A. Borden 
Registration No. 42,344 
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